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mismanagement by National Guard officials, 
and previously signed a letter to the Secretary 
of Defense demanding that the DOD halt 
recoupment efforts. 

Despite progress on these issues, I have 
serious concerns with the bill. I have always 
advocated for maintaining Congress’s constitu-
tionally-confirmed prerogative to declare war 
under the War Powers Act and limiting the 
President’s authority to engage in armed con-
flict without the consent of Congress. I strong-
ly oppose the NDAA’s authorization of spend-
ing for wars that are not congressionally ap-
proved. The President has sent troops to Iraq, 
Syria and elsewhere without seeking an Au-
thorization of Use of Military Force (AUMF), a 
violation of the War Powers Act. 

Additionally, the NDAA continues to bar the 
use of funds from transferring detainees from 
the Guantanamo Bay prison and prevents the 
President’s plan to permanently close this fa-
cility. The prison at Guantanamo Bay has 
been a black eye for the United States, has 
eroded relationships with our allies, under-
mined U.S. missions, and put our troops at 
risk of retaliation. 

Most importantly, this bill fails to rein in the 
only federal agency that is not fully auditable 
and continues to authorize wasteful spending 
without implementing proper oversight of the 
Pentagon’s budget. I am outraged by a recent 
report revealing $125 billion dollars in largely 
administrative, bureaucratic spending at the 
Pentagon was covered up. I have fought for 
fiscal responsibility and accountability at the 
Pentagon so that scarce funds can better be 
spent on the basic needs of our troops, obliga-
tions to veterans of past wars and other do-
mestic priorities throughout my time in Con-
gress. 

Although this year’s NDAA contained signifi-
cant bipartisan compromises it also failed to 
address some of my longtime concerns. 
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RECOGNIZING NATALIE RAMOS AS 
AN OUTSTANDING PUBLIC SERV-
ANT 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Natalie Ramos for her tireless work 
as Constituent Advocate for Florida’s Ninth 
Congressional District in Central Florida. 

Beginning as an intern in 2015, Natalie 
showed great promise from the start. She ex-
celled and went on to become a Constituent 
Advocate where she played a vital role as part 
of the casework team. With her help, the office 
was able to assist members of the community, 
namely immigrants, veterans, and those seek-
ing urgent assistance. She has a bright future 
ahead of her as a public servant. 

I am honored to recognize Natalie Ramos 
for her service to my office and the constitu-
ents of Florida’s Ninth Congressional District. 

TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH K. AWADJIE 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure and admiration that I stand before 
you today to honor Mr. Joseph K. Awadjie for 
his years of compassionate advocacy and tire-
less work to improve the lives of our students. 

Born and raised in Ghana, Mr. Awadjie is 
fluent in the languages of Twi, Fanti and Ga. 
Emigrating from Ghana, Mr. Awadjie was 
drawn to CUNY because of its rich diversity 
and broad service to New Yorkers of all back-
grounds. Mr. Awadjie is dedicated to ensuring 
that students have an active role in university 
governance, and is committed to improving 
the quality of public higher education through 
advocacy efforts at the university, city, and 
state levels. 

Mr. Awadjie earned his Master of Science 
Degree at Brooklyn College, specializing in 
Natural and Behavioral Sciences, in June of 
2016. Prior to his graduate studies, Mr. 
Awadjie earned his B.S in Exercise Science 
from Brooklyn College. In 2014, Mr. Awadjie 
was elected the thirtieth Chairperson of the 
University Student Senate (USS) and just 
completed his second term as the USS Chair-
person and CUNY Trustee. 

Mr. Awadjie has a long record of service at 
CUNY. While at Brooklyn College, he has 
served as Senator of Student Government, 
President of the Forensics Debate team and 
the Academic Club Association, and Captain 
of the men’s soccer team. Shortly upon return-
ing to Brooklyn College for his Master’s de-
gree, Mr. Awadjie was elected President of the 
Graduate Student Organization. 

During his tenure at USS, Mr. Awadjie was 
an integral part of the grassroots campaign 
that restored a Merit Based Scholarship within 
the New York City Council Budget. With 
strong support from the City Council Com-
mittee on Higher Education, Mr. Awadjie 
helped secure $11.1 million in the FY2015 
Budget and $17 million in the FY2016 budget 
for a Merit Based Scholarship for CUNY stu-
dents. In 2016, Mr. Awadjie led a successful 
student campaign to halt tuition increases at 
CUNY, while helping acquire increased fund-
ing for essential university programming. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring Mr. Joseph K. Awadjie for his con-
sistently remarkable dedication to education 
and longstanding commitment to improving 
our community. 
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TRIBUTE TO PRESIDENT OF THE 
CADILLAC AREA CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE, BILL TENCZA 

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Bill Tencza, upon his retire-
ment as the President of the Cadillac Area 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Bill became the President of the Cadillac 
Area Chamber of Commerce in 2000. Over 

the years Mr. Tencza has been a champion in 
furthering industry and education in Cadillac. 
He has played a vital role in the formation of 
the Business Expo and the LEAD meetings, 
along with fostering relationships between 
those in business and education. 

Mr. Tencza remains very active in the com-
munity and has served as a judge for the Con-
gressional App Challenge from our district. He 
also works with the Northern Michigan Cham-
ber Alliance, Cadillac Industrial Fund and the 
Cadillac Area Industrial Group. 

After 16 years as the President of the Cad-
illac Area Chamber of Commerce, Bill has left 
a legacy of hard work and dedication to the 
community of Cadillac. 

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, I am honored today to extend 
my gratitude to Bill Tencza for his many years 
of hard work and service in the Cadillac Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and wish him a happy 
and healthful retirement. 
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RECOGNIZING 50 YEARS OF THE 
BI-STATE REGIONAL COMMISSION 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Bi-State Regional Commis-
sion on 50 years of collaboration to promote 
important changes to transportation, commu-
nication, technology, and the environment in 
the Quad-Cities area. 

Through intergovernmental and regional co-
operation, this commission has brought local 
governments from Illinois and Iowa together to 
address important economic issues and col-
laborate on projects for the benefit of the re-
gion. Some notable projects include devel-
oping our interstate system, the expansion of 
the 1–74 bridge and improvements to pas-
senger rail service and transit systems in the 
region. I applaud the efforts of this commis-
sion for their commitment to excellence in the 
Quad Cities. 

Mr. Speaker, I again want to congratulate 
the Bi-State Regional Commission for this re-
markable achievement and I thank them for 
their 50 years of service to our community. 
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IN TRIBUTE TO NANCY O’KEEFE 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Nancy O’Keefe who is retiring from 
the Historic Third Ward Association, HTWA, 
on January 3, 2017. The HTWA was orga-
nized 41 years ago and Nancy has served the 
organization for 21 of those years. She began 
since 1996 and for 20 of those 21 years of 
service has been the Executive Director of the 
HTWA. During her tenure as Executive Direc-
tor, the agency has grown tremendously; she 
has gone from supervising 2 employees to 
over 50. 

In the 20 years since Nancy O’Keefe took 
charge as executive director, she has helped 
HTWA act as a catalyst to develop the district 
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